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SOM# REMARKS BY THE ORIGINATOR OF THIS PLAN 
Harry D. Hamilton 


The one great purpose cf the Nautical Research Guild 


is to make available to each of us the nautical knowledge 


and resources of all of us, Many of us have collected 


numerous marine books = many of our titles are the same - 


not a few small libraries boast much wanted titles. The 


quantity of books and plans a man owns does not alone entitle 


The earnest seeker for nautical infor- 


him to membership. 


mation is welcome regardless of the size of his personal 


library. It is the co-operative spirit that counts. 


The Nautical Research Guild is a non=profit group. It 


is a library backed by specialists, not a magazine or a 


commercial proposition. 


The Guild is not a "hobby club". It is not a club 
exclusively for ship modelers, yet ship modelers will find 


it to their advantage to maintain membership in the Guild. 


The enthusiasm with which this idea is being accepted 


is illustrated by the following excerpts from a letter from 


Mr. Bruce Grant. 
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". e« «» Now I think you havo somothing groat in 
Nautical Rosoarch Guild. I boliovo wo can put it ovor 
on @ vory high lovol. It should appcal to somo of tho 
magazino and fiction writor as woll as to the naval 
historian. 


Woe could promoto modol shows, oxhibits of marino 
paintings and by publishing, at intorvals, rcvicws and 
lists of nautical books could bocomo a sort cf ‘nautical 
litorary guild’. 


above all it would bo wondorful to holp cach othor 
with suggestions, roforencos and tho loan of matcrials, 
but nautical information is not the main thing — i% 
would give a lot of satisfaction to guide the initial 


steps of thoso who venturo into tho intricate paths of 
the sca ways." 


ARTICLSS FOR THE SECRETARY'S MONTHLY LETTER 


It is proposed that the SML scrve as the modium of 
contact botwecn the mombors and tho Nautical Roscarch Guild 
until such timo as the publication of a journal of moro 
claborato format is financially justifiod. Tho authority 
with which tho SML spoaks doponds wholly upon tho oxpression 
of the momborship. Tho SM will attompt, within it's limits, 
to publish such notcs, quorics, articlos and commonts thoroon 
ag the mombors soo fit to submit. WMombors aro invitod and 
urgcd to contribute for publication. 

Tho "Notos on Chesapeake Bay Sailing Craft" sont in by 
Mr. Wayno B. Yarnall aro a good cxamplo of the typo of 
matcrial it is intonded to prosont to tho mombors in Shile 
Mombors are roquostod to corrospond with tho Sccrotary and 
suggost topics thcy would particularly liko to sco covorod 


in such articlose 
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MEET THE FOUNDERS OF THB NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD 


Harry Hamilton 
Mr. Hamilton got the idea for this organization when he 
transplanted his model shipya-d from Boston to a Southern 
California orange grove and found that research facilities 
were sorely lackinge He was one of the founders of the Bay 
State Ship Model Club in Boston. Mre Hamilton is also a 
member of the Naval Historical Foundation, Marine Historical 
Association and the Steamsk.ip Historical Society of America. 
His principal interest is in she ships and small craft of 
the colonies. 


Wayne B. Yarnall 
Mre Yarnall is a Civil Engineer with the Carnagie—Illinois 
Steel Corp. He sailed out of the Port of New York in merchant 
shipse Mre Yarnell has spent a lot of time around the Chesa— 

peake Bay and has made models of many of the local craft. 


Bruce Grant 

ae Mr. Grant is the author of the recent book, "Isaac Hull: 
Captain of Old Ironsides" cand is currently at work on a book 
cbout Truxton and the "Constellation". He was formerly with 
the Louisville Courier-Journal and the Chicago Timos. During: 
World War II he covered the wormandy Invasion. Mr. Grant is 
interested in rope work ance ship modoling. 


Arthur we Rudd 

Mr. Rudd is a very fire ship modclor and is now et work 
on 2 model cf tha "U.S.S. Kearsargo". Ho sailed in merchant ships 
before engrnging in his present work as Mechanical Enginocr with 
tho Hamor Oil Tocl Coe Mr. Rudd is now Chairman of the Southorn 
Californie Chapter of the Steamship Historical Socicty of America. 


Robert A. Nash 
Mr. Nash hes boon an ardent collector of bocks and other 
items rolating to tho sea for 25 yoarse Ho is an 4eB. with 
time in both sail and stoam.e At prosont he is an antiquos 
dealer in Sicrra Madro, Californiae 
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NOTES ON CHESAPHAKE BAY SAILING CRAFT 
AND THE OYSTER FLEET 
Wayno Be. Yarnell 


Thanks to tho lowly oystcr and crab, fifty and sixty 
yoar old batcaux, bugoyos, slcops, rams, pungios and skiffs 
can still be found on tho waturs of the Chosapoako Bay and 
in the rivors of tho Hastcrn Shoro of Maryland. Truc, thoy 
aro bocoming fowor cach yoar, but ovon today they aro bring= 
ing a profitablo load of oystors and crabs to markct. They 
aro old and battcrod, sail woary and straincd, but with thoso 
Old vossols many of tho watcrmon of the lower Hastorn Shoro 
woro ablo to show a profit $4000 to $6000 for tho cight month 
oystcr scasone 

It will not bo many ycars bofore these sailing vossols 
will no longor cxist, cxcopt for tho fow that will have boon 
converted to plcoasuro craft or prosorved by nautical mindad 
people or organizations. It is in tho intorost of prosorving 
the dctails of this colorful floct that the following notos 
are presontcd. Tho notes have bocn gathorod during the course 
of soveral visits to the oystor flcot of the Chesapeake Bay 
arca and are basod on dircet obsorvations, mcasurcmonts, from 
picturos takon of tho old vossols and convorsations with old 
watormone 

1. For tho running rigging, brass or galvanizod rings 
wero uscd whoro possiblo instoad of blocks. In the wintor, 
rings will bo froc running whilo blocks would be frozon up 
tight. 

@e #11 vosscls arc put on a marino railway at the ond 
of the oystcr scason and paintcd, rcecaulked and rcjpaired if 
neccessary. aftor this thsy aro usually anchored in rivors 
until tho scason starts again. Today, vory fow aro usod in 
fishing or miscollanoous trados during the summor. 

3. Tho ice shoathing of bugoyos, batcaux and crabvors 
is left on all wintcr and summor, unicss somo ropairs must 
bc mado to tho planking undornoath. 

4. Ico shoathing at tho watorlino. Tar papor or roof= 
ing folt sct in hot pitch was put on first and thon covorod 
with galvanized shoot motal. Tho shoct motal varios from 
#828 to #26 gaugo and tho sizo of tho platas aro 14" by 24". 

5. «5 Lallast, tho largo sailing craft usually uso scrap 
iron or rockse Bricks aro novor uscd for ballast as thoy aro 
considored unlucky. 

6. Tho crown or cambor of decks varios all ovor tho Baye 
Eithor tho buildor or tho ownor docrood how much tho cambor 
should bo. Tho older tho boat, tho more crown thoro scoms to 
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7. In sotting stanchions for tho rails two mon do tho jobe 
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One man holds the drill at the point on the log rail where the 
stanchion is to be erected, the other stands off whers he can 
see the whole sweep of the sheer and, by eye, directs the other 
workman in aligning the drill so the correct rake is obtained. 

8- The small trunks forward were covered with canvas and 
painted. 

- 9» Anchors were usually black iron but occasionally 
galvanized anchors were used. A few of them were painted black 
Or white but normally they were allowed to rust. 

I0. Winches were painted black or white and in some cases 
went unpainted. All of the winches seem too small for the 
anchors and chain they were tc handle. 

11. Davits were generally made of two inch standard weight 
pipe and were bent to shape. Very few wore made of two and a 
half or three inch pipe and in this case pipe fittings were used 
instead of bending to shape. 

12. Tho hog of the bowsprit is cut into it. There seems 
to be no sot rule for the amount, but varics according to tho 
judgement of the owner or builder. The changes in diamcteor of 
the bowsprit arc always made on the upper side, tho lower sido 
always romaining a straight lino. 

13. Tho masts of batcaux, slocps, schoonors and bugcycs 
wero not paintod, ocithor boing loft natural or varnished. In 
Many cases the sticks woro warped both foro and aft and wore 
cracked, split and chocked. Taut cablo stays woro rosponsiblo 
for pulling some of tho masts out of linc. Occasionally tho 
mast is paintod whito from deck to boom crotch and from ono to 
four foct of the masthcad. 

14. Wost of tho mast heads wero moroly roundod off, but 
a fow have weather vancs and some havo gildod balls. 

15. Tho booms ars usually left natural oxcopt for white 
boom jaws and outboard cnd. A fow are to bo found paintod white 
or orango for thcir full longth. Tho condition of tho booms 
arc about tho samc as tho masts. 

16. The standing rigging of tho bowsprit or hoad is 
usually paintod white with the wire cablo servod. Tho bob stay 
is lot into the cutwator bolow tho wator linc. 

17. Color schome of tho oystor floct: 
Coppor rod . « bottom 


Whito « docks, houses, sidos to watoriince, blocks and rings. 


Natural . .. masts, booms and some bowsprits 


Urey « « docks in a fow casos, topsides of crabbing skiffs 
Black « «+ e e namos, ports of hail, and some of tho iron work 
Buff . .« e e « docks in a fow bugoycs 

Bluc « « e e « NEVER usod as it was considorced unlucky 


18. Most of tho bowsprits wore paintod whitc, but a fow 
wero painted whito to tho outboard ond of tho 'cight-—squarod' 
soction and varnishod or loft natural to tho outboard ond. 

19. A ‘drodging motor' is a gasoline ongine covolovod and 
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the power winder, the vessels had sunken platforms from which 
the men working the hand winder could work with sufficient head 
room beneath the boom. «s the power winder came in the sunken 
platform gave way to flush decks. 

20. Fush boats. Since the oyster fleet that used the 
public beds were not allowed to ¢redge with motive power, the 
push boat came into use. Originally the push boat was nothing 
more than a pulling boat with an old automobile engine mounted 
in her. When vessels were becalmed the push boat was lowered 
and she pushed the larger vessels from asterne Some of the 
Chesapeake Bey craft carry rope fenders aft, but now that push 
boats are especially designed they carry rope fenders on their 
own bovse 


A OF APPRECIATION 


The Nautical .issearch Guild is deeply grateful to iir. 
Gordon Grant, marine illustrator and ship modeler of note, 
for designing a very appropriate letterhead for the Guild. 
Mr. Grant's é€ssign includes objects suggestive of all the 
branches of our field of interest. 


THE WaSTER INDEX 


The isaster Index now includes about one thousand titles. 
The classified lists for Siograpny —- Naval, Cordage, iarine arts 
& Crafts, Ordnance Gunnery, Pirates, Privateers, Ship Models, 
Slavers, and Wheling have been completed and will be issusd to 
members in the near future. Other classifications will follow 
as soon as time permits. 


.UERISS 
Would like information as to location and details of authentic 


models of UeSeF. CONSTELLaTION. Bruce Grant, 913 Forest ave., 
Evanston, Ill. 


Want lines and rigs and any other data on pinnaces and shallops 
of the pilgrims. Harry D. Hamilton, 3600 Granada ave., Whittier, 
Calif. 


TO BUY 


authentic ouilder's half models. Wayne 5. Yarnall, 875 Consti— 
tution Drive, RD. #6, Pittsburgh 27, Penne. 
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